Improvisation Continuums Conference: Presenter Biographies 

	Name of Presenter
	Biographical Note



	Alison Levinge
	Dr Alison Levinge pioneered the first Arts Therapy course in Wales. She established a training based at the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, where she is currently Head of Programme for the two year MA in Music Therapy.  She began her Music Therapy career at Charing Cross Child Development Centre, where she specialised in working with children with communication and language difficulties.  This formed the basis of her early research degree.  Later studies focussed on the effects of Music Therapy in a mental health setting with patients diagnosed with schizophrenia and on the use of music with depressed mothers and children together in a nursery.  Her commitment to the role of clinical supervision led her to chair the Music Therapy professional body’s committee concerned with the implementation of a supervision scheme.  She lectures internationally and has published widely.

	Andy Keep
	Performer in Live Electronics and Jazz, and Educator in fluid approaches to Composition and Performance with audio technologies, both ‘pre’ and ‘post’ digital. Senior Lecturer and Teaching Fellow at Bath Spa University on the BA and MA Creative Music Technology, and in closing stages of practice-led PhD research into ‘Responsive Performance Strategies with Electronic Feedback’. A Director of the Sonic Arts Network.

	Anna Cafaro


	Born in Vibo Valentia, Italy in 1968. Laurea in Modern Languages (Italian, Spanish, English), at University of Messina (Italy). Diploma in Piano at Conservatorio of Music (Italy). Master in Spanish at Winthrop University, SC (USA). PHD Candidate, ABD in Romance Languages at Boston College, MA (USA). Experience of teaching Italian in Australia, Spain, Greece, Italy, USA. Writing and directing two multimedia plays for theatre, in 1994-95 (Spain, Italy), in 2004-05 (Boston, USA).

	Barbara Kennedy


	Dr.Barbara Kennedy is Reader in Film, Media and Cultural Studies at the University of Staffordshire, U.K. Her research brings together work from Deleuze-Bergsonism cultural theory and poststructuralist feminist practices. Her current research has been on the biogram, proprioceptivity, synaesthesia in relation to the affect of filmic pleasures and on the schizoanalysis of cinema.  Her main publications are Deleuze and Cinema (EUP) 2000 and The Cybercultures Reader (2000) with a second edition forthcoming in 2007.She has presented in international venues, universities and arts academies and convened a major symposium on Deleuze at the Tate Modern in 2001.

	Benjamin M. Evans
	Ben Evans is an artist, writer and independent researcher currently living in Brooklyn. He holds three graduate degrees in philosophy, humanities and fine art from various universities in his native Canada. His artwork currently is centered on themes of peripheral vision, televised images, constructions and collections of "knowledge". His interest in theybreakinpeices began whilst attending a conference on the state of interdisciplinary practice in Victoria, Canada in 2005.

	Beth Kurkjian
	Beth Kurkjian lives and creates dance theatre in NYC.  She has performed solo works and in ensemble projects at the Ontological Theater, St. Ann’s Warehouse, PS 122, Dixon Place, and HERE.  She is writing her PhD dissertation in NYU’s Performance Studies Department about memory, experimental artist Cynthia Hopkins, and the fleeting bohemia in DUMBO, Brooklyn.

	Carolyn Arnason
	Dr. Carolyn Arnason holds degrees in piano performance, social work and music therapy. As Associate Professor at Wilfrid Laurier University in Ontario, Canada, she specializes in teaching clinical and free improvisation. She has diverse clinical and supervision experience. Her work as a music therapist and improvising musician has led to research on musical and therapeutic listening.

	Chris Johnston
	Chris recently completed an AHRC Fellowship over three years to study improvisation across the art forms, produced SHIFTI which was the first x-art form improvisation festival in the UK, at Warwick Arts Centre.  The book arising from all this, The Improvisation Game is shortly to be published by Nick Hern Books.

	Paul Stapleton 
	Dr Paul Stapleton is an artist/researcher from Southern California currently based in Manchester, England, and employed as a research fellow at the University of Central Lancashire. His research interests include dialogic approaches to performance and documentation, site-specific live art practices, sonic and extradisciplinary improvisation, and performance research methods.

	Gabriella Daris
	Gabriella Daris is a Greek-Canadian dance artist and researcher currently on her MRes in Humanities and Cultural Studies, at The London Consortium. She has been performing and teaching Butoh dance internationally for a number of years. In 2006, she co-founded the Butoh collective salto donec moriar and thereafter has curated the 1st Butoh festival in <<Greece>>, “inside butoh”. Her research interests are the corporal metamorphosis, philosophy of animals, trauma studies, body memory, ethics of eroticism and phenomenology of visual perception.

	Gareth Somers 
	Gareth Somers has worked internationally, and is a director with over15 years of professional experience. He has taught acting in Drama schools, universities and in theatres. He is a Visiting lecturer/tutor in performance at the University of the West of England, and a lecturer in performance at the University of Portsmouth.

	Hilary Elliot
	Hilary is a director, choreographer, performer and workshop leader. Currently in post at University of Huddersfield, she trained in Canberra, Australia, before winning a scholarship to further her studies at the Workshop Theatre, Leeds, UK. For many years, she has explored Improvisation as a performance form and is currently pursuing her research in this area with a number of international collaborators. She has previously been Artistic Director of La Trobe University's Short Works Festival of new writing (Australia) and Artistic Director of the Bradford Women's Performance Project (UK).

	Jill Sigman

	Equally comfortable on a proscenium stage or crawling in the dirt armed with fluorescent waterguns, Jill Sigman transforms deceptively simple actions into explorations of politics, gender, and society. Described by the Village Voice as “riveting—an elf with the rebelliousness of the '60s avant-garde, the piscine fluidity of a Tharp dancer, and the charisma and athleticism of today's virtuosos,” Sigman creates work that exists at the intersection of dance, theater, and visual installation. She has shown work in throughout the US and in internationally including Belgium, Croatia, and India. Sigman has guest edited the Movement Research Performance Journal and is published on dance in various journals. She received her Ph.D. in philosophy from Princeton University in 1998. In the same year, she founded Jill sigman/thinkdance to raise questions using the medium of the body. http://www.thinkdance.org/

	Johannes Sjöberg
	Johannes Sjöberg is a Swedish actor and filmmaker, with a MA in Visual Anthropology. He is currently completing a practice-based PhD in Drama at Manchester University.

	John Britton
	John Britton is Senior Lecturer in Drama At the University of Huddersfield and co-director of Quiddity Theatre. Over nearly twenty years he has worked as a director, performer, writer and teacher in the UK, Europe and Australia, with particular interest in training performers to negotiate the dynamics of live performance.

	Jossalyn Folmer
	Jossalyn Folmer is a graduate student at Saint Louis University, and have been improvising intensely (long- and short-form comedy/drama) for the past six years. 

	Katrina McPherson
	Award-winning video dance maker Katrina McPherson originally trained as a dancer before going on to have a career as a director of arts and documentary programmes for television. Her video dance works, including 'Moment', 'Sense-8' and 'The Truth, have been screened at Festivals all over the World. She is the author of 'Making Video Dance' (Routledge, 2006), the first ever workbook to follow the process of creating dance for the screen from idea through to editing and is currently a Lecturer in Media Arts and Dance at Dundee University.

	Kristin Norderval

	Kristin Norderval is a soprano, composer and improviser who performs a repertoire that spans the renaissance to the avant-garde. Profiled by The New York Times in "Downtown Divas Expand their Horizons", and hailed as one of “new music’s best” by the Village Voice, she has performed at festivals throughout the world, and her collaborations have included work with choreographers, sculptors, filmmakers and installation artists. Ms. Norderval holds a Bachelor of Music in composition from the University of Washington, a Master of Music and a Doctorate in vocal performance from the San Francisco Conservatory and the Manhattan School of Music. She currently holds a research fellowship at the University of Østfold in Norway.   http://www.norderval.org

	Mary Steadman
	Mary is a Senior Lecturer in Performing Arts at the University of Bedfordshire (formerly De Montfort University). Her practice-based research has been concerned with the mind/body relationship in performer training techniques. She has directed interdisciplinary performance work and performed a solo (No)One (No) Body Home, as part of her MPhil in Drama. These performances have been developed through lengthy processes of improvisation. Her other research interests are the development of creativity in the performer, with a particular focus on improvisational techniques. Her current performance project, One Second Memory, investigates the process of forgetting, recalling, and embellishing the past, and the nature of memory as impermanent.

	Matthew Lovett
	Matthew Lovett is Senior Lecturer in Creative Sound and Music at the University of Wales, Newport. As a performer and composer, his interests include experimental, electronic, improvised, popular and traditional musical forms.  His current research includes aesthetics, critical theory and political economy in relation to contemporary music practice.

	Mona McCarthy
	Mona McCarthy is a freelance dance artist from Ireland currently based in Newcastle, England, and co-founder of The FATHoM Project. Her practice is concerned with improvisation, body intelligence, body and voice with a primary interest in facilitating movement workshops for non-dancers. She is currently developing her skills as a musician and is working towards devising solo extradisciplinary performance.

	Nick Hayman
	Nick Hayman teaches Clinical Improvisation on the MA Music Therapy training Course at the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama. After gaining experience as a composer and performer in many styles and idioms Nick trained as a music therapist at Bristol University. Since then he has carried out clinical practice in the fields of: Learning Difficulties, Mental Health, Bereavement, Pre-School Children with Special Needs.   

	Nick Williams 
	Nick Williams is an artist from Somerset currently based in Manchester, England, who specializes in accessible music software interfaces for performers in the context of interdisciplinary improvisation (using MAX/MSP). He has recently been developing his skills as a movement and vocal practitioner, and is interested in pedagogic approaches to performative audio technology.

	Nick Wood


	Nick Wood is Course Leader of the MA Advanced Theatre Practice course at the Central School of Speech and Drama. His plays have been produced at the Hampstead Theatre, Orange Tree, Kings Head, BAC, and on B.B.C. Radio. His directing credits include a UK tour with the improvisation group ‘Theatre Machine.’ 

	Paula Gardener
	Paula Gardiner is Head of Jazz at The Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama and a Jazz musician, composer and band-leader in her own right. Originally trained as a classical guitarist she took up her current instrument – double bass, at the age of 27. She has worked extensively in Wales and beyond and has led a rich and varied musical life. She has a daughter, Ursula who is aged four and another keen improviser.

	Ray Wightley
	Ray Wightley is a visual arts practitioner, theorist, educator and a PhD student at Griffith University. He has undertaken research into improvisation for the last 8 years and has also been interested in how such practices might contribute to visual arts education. His theoretical interest in improvisation emerged out of a long experience in the education sector where improvisation plays a key role in linking the teacher and the learner to each other and to the culture. Throughout his career, culminating in 15 years as a senior secondary principal, he has been involved in the training and professional development of teachers in the visual arts and educational leadership and management. Over the last 3 years he has been teaching classes in a cultural studies course at Griffith University. 

	Rea Dennis
	Rea Dennis teaches drama and performance at the University of Glamorgan, South Wales. Her research interests include: the ensemble in improvised performance, improvisation and physical theatre vocabularies, and the application of theatre & performance in reconciliation contexts.

	Rob Smith
	Rob Smith has been improvising music since his teenage years and has studied improvisation in European concert and post-jazz contexts. He has performed with luminaries such as Derek Bailey, John Stevens, Evan Parker and Keith Tippet. He is an organiser of the improvisation and experimental performance platform ROVE. He is based in Cardiff and teaches on the Popular Music course at the University of Glamorgan.

	Robin Wiltshire
	Robin trained as a Music Therapist at the University of Surrey Roehampton. Since completing his training he has worked predominantly in the field of palliative care and mental health providing individual and group music therapy. Currently he is a lecturer on the MA Music Therapy programme at the Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama.  

	Scott Thompson
	Scott Thomson is a trombonist, a Master's student in the School of English and Performance Studies at the University of Guelph, and a member of the Board of Directors of the Association of Improvising Musicians Toronto.  He has worked with countless exceptional musicians, some better known than others; notables include Marshall Allen, Joe McPhee, Eddie Prevost, John Oswald, Michael Snow, Malcolm Goldstein, and the London Improvisers Orchestra.

	Simon Floodgate


	Simon is the Course Programme Director for the Theatre Arts, Education & Deaf Studies BA (Hons) at the University of Reading.  He is also a Playback Theatre practitioner having completed Leadership training at the School of Playback Theatre in New York and is a member of Playback AME in London.

	Stephen Greer
	Stephen Greer has a PhD in queer theory and political theatre, and has been performing with long and short-form improvisational comedy groups for the last eight years. He is currently researching the relationship between queer theory and improvisational practice, and produces "The Penny Dreadfuls": a critically acclaimed sketch comedy team from the 1880's.

	Stephen Longstaffe
	Stephen works on Shakespeare and improvises for fun. He has written and edited several books on Renaissance drama, most recently Shakespeare: Histories and Counter-Histories (Manchester UP, 2006) and is currently thinking about Shakespeare as a creative writer and improvising with his local short-form comedy group.

	thebreakypieces

Mona McCarthy

Nick Williams 
Dr Paul Stapleton 
Benjamin M. Evans


	theybreakinpieces are three UK-based artists who are involved in multiple forms of cross-disciplinary collaboration. They are currently investigating a range of environmental interactions conducted through the media of conversation, improvised performance, and audio-visual recording technologies. These interventions take place in a wide range of urban and rural environments providing opportunities to explore the collision of localized academic, social and geographical settings. They have received multiple grants from the Arts Council of England and other funding bodies for activities that include the creation of site-specific durational performances and performative lectures, as well as the delivery of workshops and symposiums on collaborative live arts practices.

	Vida Midgelow
	Vida Midgelow is Reader in Performance Studies (Dance) and Director of The Choreographic Lab at The University of Northampton

	Yvon Bonenfant
	Yvon Bonenfant is a performance and art maker as well as an activist of the body and is Senior Lecturer in Performing Arts at the University of Winchester. He has performed and given papers in Canada, the US, the UK, Portugal, Japan, France and Finland.  A proficient theatrical extended vocalist, he also devises work in collaboratively.
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